
Overheated Clothes Dryers Can Cause Fires
The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission estimates that in 1998, clothes dryers were 

associated with 15,600 fires, which resulted in 20 deaths and 370 injuries. Fires can occur when 
lint builds up in the dryer or in the exhaust duct. Lint can block the flow of air, cause excessive heat 

build-up, and result in a fire in some dryers. 

To help prevent fires:

Clean the lint screen/filter before or after 
drying each load of clothes. If clothing is still 
damp at the end of a typical drying cycle or 

drying requires longer times than normal, this 
may be a sign that the lint screen or the exhaust 

duct is blocked.


